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2024 REPORT TO COMMUNITY
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Message from our Board Chair
and Executive Director

In 2024, Gibsons Public Market was bustling! More and more people
are “meeting at the Market,” including the thousands who attended our
three, award-winning, Gibsons Summer Night Markets, teeming with
entrepreneurial spirit and community fun for all ages—a true showcase
of Coastal life.

A highlight was the grand opening of the Judi ‘Bubs’ Libin Park and Play
Centre on June 9*. The community gathered to enjoy cake and ice cream,
compliments of Len Libin, marking the beginning of daily sounds of
children’s laughter in this inviting outdoor space.

The year also set records for visitor and mobile vendor participation
during our events, advancing our mission to connect our community and
create opportunities for entrepreneurs. In November, our inaugural Kids
Market was a big success, ensuring its return in 2025!

This spring, our progressive collect-and-release aquarium became the
Nicholas Sonntag TidePools Aquarium, aimed at fostering a passion

for our ocean through education, discovery, and storytelling. We also
rebranded our charity to BlueAct Marine Society to help inspire action for
the health of our ocean in Atl'lsa7tsem/Howe Sound. Special thanks to
Pear Agency for their creative work and support on the rebrand.

As a not-for-profit, the Gibsons Community Building Society raises funds
to cover 40% of the costs for our community hub, playground, aquarium,
events, and programs. Our annual Gala and Tribute, which honoured Lisa
Hilton with the 2024 Darren Entwistle Community Builder Award, was a
resounding success, thanks to an outpouring of community support.

We deeply appreciate our volunteers, staff, donors, sponsors, funding
partners, and the amazing community who together help us create a
vibrant hub of Coastal life!

PAM f . N NANCY

COTTINGHAM
POWELL

Executive Director

ROBERTSON
Board Chair

We are grateful to operate on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the
Skwxwiizmesh Uxwumixw | Squamish Nation. Honouring local customs and traditional
knowledge is an integral component of the work we do.

Who We Are

Gibsons Community Building Society
(GCBS) is a not-for-profit society
established to build and operate
Gibsons Public Market. BlueAct
Marine Society is a charitable
subsidiary of GCBS, and operator

of the Nicholas Sonntag TidePools
Aquarium located at the Market.

Gibsons Community Building
Society’s mission is to build a
healthy, caring, thriving community
through vibrant community events,
programs, public gathering spaces, a
bustling local market, and an inspiring
collect-and-release aquarium.

BlueAct Marine Society’s mission is
to inspire, educate, and encourage
behaviour change through the
successful operation of a collect-
and-release aquarium, community
and education programs, and
conservation initiatives to sustain
healthy Coastal life.

What We Do

WE CONNECT

We connect people to foster
a healthier, more social and
caring community.

WE INSPIRE

We inspire sustainable behaviour for
the health of our ocean and planet.
WE CREATE

We create opportunities for artists
and entrepreneurs to cultivate
community economic development.



Our Impact

COMMUNITY EVENTS +
PROGRAMS

We believe communities thrive and
are made resilient through shared
acts of citizenship, connection,
celebration, and cooperation.

2024 Highlights Include:

Neighbourhood Nights ¢ Sunshine Coast
Beer Festival « Wellness Fest « Gibsons
Summer Night Markets « Kids Market e
Winter Festival & Market « Saturday
Live Music « Demo & Dines « MARKET
Camp « Kids Cooking Classes « Mahj
on the Coast « Sunshine Coast Elder
College « Art @ the Market

151 Events and programs,
including 56 musical
performances

18,000+ Event and
program engagements

250+ Dedicated
volunteers

315 GPM Members
with 1,417 newsletter
subscribers

PUBL/C

oés K
S 'p,,:
2 142,923 o
© ENGAGEMENTS _
= =
i
v s,

Y% <

A A%

MARINE EDUCATION +
CONSERVATION

Nicholas Sonntag TidePools
Aquarium provides an experience
that connects people to the wonders
of the ocean through education,
discovery, and storytelling. Our
conservation work encourages
engagement to create meaningful
change for the health of the ocean.

2024 BlueAct Marine Society Impact:

Aquarium ¢ Education Programs o
Conservation Projects

fcgch? 7,200+ Aquarium visits

1,134 Students connected
to the wonders of our ocean

11 Weeks and 4 days of
camps with 176 camp
participants

205 Aquarium passholders
with 1,090 newsletter and
camp notice subscribers

79 Species

450+ Specimens

7 Salish Sea ecological
communities represented
in 29 habitat tanks

4.4+ Tonnes of debris
removed from Gibsons
Harbour and

local shorelines
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Thank You for a Tremendous Year!

Thanks to you, we continue to connect, inspire, and create. Together, we are

building a vibrant hub of coastal life.

Gratitude for our partners, donors and patrons: We are deeply grateful for
the individuals, organizations, foundations and governments that support the

work we do, including but not limited to:

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

With five local merchants, an award-
winning bistro, two rental venues,
and two commercial kitchens, we
support local economic development
by providing permanent year-round
lease spaces, temporary rental spaces,
and engaging business opportunities
through our events and programs.

2024 Market Merchants + Tenants:

Crazy Red’s Breads ¢ Emelle’s Bistro
Fisherman’s Market e Kitchen Classics o
Plethora Fine Foods ¢ Shaggy Jack’s
Market ¢ ReGEN Media

F&R’)\ 90,000 Market visits

55+ Coastal residents
employed with meaningful
work, including youth and
internship opportunities

and non-profits vended at our
events 219 times

@

33 Nonprofits & community
groups and 28 businesses
benefited from our venue
rental and kitchen spaces a
combined 375 times

?
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Distributed $5,380 in
placemaking bursary funds
to support discounts for
venue renters

o Q
& A

Paid $10,000+ to
41 chefs, artists, and
workshop facilitators

Paid $14,800+ in
performance fees to
36 Sunshine Coast
musicians and bands

&

Visionaries Len & Judi Libin

Cornerstone Partners Government of
BC, Government of Canada, Island Coastal
Economic Trust, Seaspan and the Dennis &
Phyllis Washington Foundation, TELUS

Champions Debbie & Amadeu Amaral,
BMO Bank of Montreal, CIBC, Unni

& Fred Claridge, Craftsman Collision,
Sally Graham, Barbara Cochran & Peter

101 Sunshine Coast businesses



Financial Summary
GIBSONS COMMUNITY BUILDING SOCIETY (GCBS)

Earned Revenue

(Rentals, Programs, Events)

Donations,
Fundraising, Grants

Real Estate, Leasehold
Improvements

Loans Payable

2024 $326,744 2024 $3,637,607 2024 $983,733

2024 | $397,593

2023 2023 $1,040,312

$3,575,772

2023 2023 $1,365,923

$330,347

$1,275,933

2022 $368,738 2022 $3,544,996 2022

2022 $339,690
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BLUEACT MARINE SOCIETY
Earned Revenue Donations, Tangible Loans Payable
(Admissions, Programs, Conservation) Fundraising, Grants Capital Assets
2024 $186,610 2024 $333,229 2024 $51,068 2024 $95,153
2023 $162,644 2023 $205,733 2023 $65,543 2023 $44,300
2022 $190,186 2022 $262,048 2022 $65,300 2022 $40,000
. %2 £ g £ g g & g £ g 8 g £ g g g
s £ £ 3 £ £ £ s 5 8 3 R EEE
o 8 8 8 8 8 8 o 1S3 o S ] o o o 8

BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF

GCBS Board of Directors Pam Robertson (Chair), Jonah Spiegelman (Vice-President), Hardy
Forzley (Treasurer), Debbie Amaral (Secretary), Dave Biggs, Carol Carr-Andersson, Don Furney,
Mary-Lou Gazeley, Ralph Hilton, Michelle Hunt, Joanne Pearson, Julie Reeves, Marc Soprovich,
David Sverre, Lis Welch, Wilson Williams Past Board Members: James Askew, Georgy Good

PUBLIC MARKET
REAL ESTATE OWNERSHIP

. Gibsons Community Building Society
. Town of Gibsons
‘ Community Futures Sunshine Coast

Sunshine Coast Foundation

Grant, Dolores Houghton, Joan & Bill
Humphries, Bill & Trudene Longman,
Barby & Karl Paulus, Pam Robertson &
Pete McDonald, Sheila & Doug Rogers,
Linda & Nick Sonntag, Sunshine Coast
Credit Union, Christy & Dave Sverre,
Town of Gibsons, Bruce & Lis Welch

Founders BC Ferries, Coast Reporter, ECO
Canada, Fiona & Darren Entwistle, John

GCBS Board Of Governors Darren Entwistle (Honorary Chair), Bill Longman (Chair), Lis
Welch (Past Chair), Amanda Amaral, Deborah Baker, Bill Downie, Nicole Hagedorn, Joann
Hetherington, Patricia Hetherington, Gerry Humphries, Peter Kvarnstrom, Anastase Maragos,
Pam Robertson, Doug Rogers, Charlene Sanjenko, Conner Wear, Stanley Yasin

Past Governors: Dolores Houghton

BlueAct Board of Directors Debbie Amaral (Chair), Pam Robertson (Treasurer), Barbara
Cochran (Secretary), James Askew, Unni Claridge, Aleria Ladwig, Mary Nattrass, Doug Rogers

GCBS/BlueAct Staff Nancy Cottingham Powell (Executive Director) Management Team:
Emily Cook, Hayley Judge (on leave), Janiell McHeffey, Kevin Swoboda, Christina Wilson
Coordinators: Amanda Ehlers, Prisila Glassford, Nicole Smith (on leave), Gina Ray, Jane
Tchorbadjiysky Operations Support: Cate Baldwin, Tina Komendat, Kerri Luciani, Terri Ponich,
Anna Shephard, Lyra Silver, Dino Sita Past Employees: Claire Armstrong, Emma Brisebois,

Anastasiia Khrystiuk, Hayley Toth

Enevoldson, Gibsons Building Supplies,
Patricia Gray & David Doucette, Judy
Rother & Errol Lipschitz, Sandra & Marc
Soprovich, Sunshine Coast Foundation,
Nancy & Gerry Zipursky

Community Leaders Maureen Bird &
Nancy Bennett, Anita & Bob Crawford,
Heather & Keith Cross, Crowe MacKay,
Emelle’s Market Bistro, Joann Hetherington,

Lisa & Ralph Hilton, Howe Sound Pulp and
Paper, Gerry Humphries, Klaus Fuerniss
Enterprises Inc., Ledcor, Maria & Anastase
Maragos, Anne Niklewicz & Rainer
Borkenhagen, Alexis Nothstein & Stafford
Lumley, Joanne Pearson & Wayne Rowe,
Julie Reeves, Kris & Thomas Roper, Elaine
& Zev Shafran, Sunshine Coast Community
Forest Legacy Fund, Joanie & David Tara,
Touchstone at Gospel Rock




Vibrant Stories of Community Impact

INCREASING ACCESSIBILITY AND ENGAGEMENT
AT TIDEPOOLS AQUARIUM

Thanks to a generous donation in November 2024 from Len Libin and his
family through the Judi Libin Giving Fund, BlueAct Marine Society distributed
a free one-day admission to the Nicholas Sonntag TidePools Aquarium to all
school-age children on the Sunshine Coast, with the goal to reduce barriers to
visitation. Edda is one of those students who enjoyed her free pass and is an
aquarium volunteer, helping connect visitors to the wonders of the ocean.

“I like volunteering because | like sea animals. | like the touch tank where | can
' 2 il interact with the sea animals and teach visitors about them. Right now my
rhe H&mpto‘& favourite animals are the sea cucumber and wolf eel. Come visit me at TidePools!”

. New York 191 | EDDA THOMSON
T

10-year-old student and aquarium volunteer

|/

SUPPORTING THE NEXT GENERATION
OF ENTREPRENEURS

Last November we hosted Gibson’s 1 Annual Kids Market, providing an
opportunity for children ages 6-17 to test their entrepreneurial skills and
showcase their self-made products and services in a public space. Twenty-
four kids took over the Market and turned heads with amazing products like:
artwork, jewelry, handmade toys, face painting, pet rocks, and much more.

“My highlight was seeing my daughter talk to customers and sell her items. Then at
the end, she decided to go around to other vendors to trade items that didn’t sell”

PARENT OF A YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR

MUSIC POWERING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

“I'recall, from a very early age, the public market in my hometown being a
cherished, dynamic hub! Music would fill the air, and watching local musicians
perform helped to feed my appetite for playing and performing live music to
this day. It is so great now to perform and help weave a vibrant tapestry of
music at our own local Gibsons Public Market. From Summer Night Markets
to Neighbourhood Nights to Saturday Live Music, the Market offers
incredible events and opportunities for musicians! It is a place where
family, friends, and neighbours can gather together and the true
magic and profound sense of community truly shines through.”

DARREN CASSIDY
Sunshine Coast musician

Pillars Catharine Esson & Dave Crosby, John Sverre, TD Bank, Vancity Foundation, Crow Ceraft Distillery, RR Smith Memorial
Mary Findlay & Donald Bland, Bull Housser Watson Goepel LLP Fund, Spani Developments, Sunshine Coast

& Tupper LLP, Sandra & Sterling Clarren, . Regional District, Marleen Vermeulen

.. Patrons AL13 Architectural Panel Systems,
Sl £ el Sy, il i DRkl f i We are pleased to recognize contributions
Systems, Georgy & Bill Good, Patricia Penny Albers, Shaunna & Mike Asselstine, P g

Hetherington, Margie & Dick Humphries Axis Insurance, Custom Flooring Centres, from more than 310 donors on our Giving

KIND Development Group, Doreen Penny & Bob Gayton, Juliane & Robert Tree located inside the main entrance of

Oosterhuis & Doug Marteinson, Andrée Hunt, Franziska Kaltenegger & Bob the Public Market.

Olivier & Mikal Fisher, Pacific Salmon Nedoma, Jan Keast, Patsy MacDonald &
Foundation, RBC Wealth Management, Pete Doyle, Dawn & Bob Miller, One Foot




Interested in Having a Greater Impact?
BECOME A DONOR OR SPONSOR!

As a non-profit organization we rely on the generosity of our wonderful donors and sponsors
to help us achieve our goals. Email info@gibsonspublicmarket.com to learn more.

Caring in Motion
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING WITH US?

Volunteers are core to the success of the Gibsons Community Building Society
and BlueAct Marine Society, powering: Board governance, facility maintenance,
fundraising, and delivery of our impactful community events and programs.

From Summer Night Markets to the annual Gala to TidePools Aquarium and
more, volunteers and their generous acts of service are vital to the impact
Gibsons Public Market and TidePools Aquarium have in our community.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY N

Interested? Email volunteer@gibsonspublicmarket.com to learn more!

GibsonsPublicMarket.com ¢ BlueAct.org ¢ TidepoolsAquarium.org

PROUD OPERATORS OF
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COMMUNITY BUILDING SOCIETY marine society aquarium 604-886-8814



http://GibsonsPublicMarket.com
http://BlueAct.org
http://TidepoolsAquarium.org
mailto:volunteer%40gibsonspublicmarket.com?subject=Volunteer%20Inquiry
mailto:info%40gibsonspublicmarket.com?subject=Donor%20or%20Sponsor%20Inquiry

