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Gibsons Community Building Society is proud to
celebrate key milestones achieved in 2023 that
helped us to advance our mission of building a
healthy, caring and thriving community.

A highlight was the $1 million donation from Len Libin to build the

Judi ‘Bubs’ Libin Park and Play Centre to enhance the family-friendly
experience of the Market. Funds from this gift were also designated to
reduce the debt initially incurred for the construction and renovation
of our facility and to equip our education-based, collect-and-release
aquarium. Construction on the park and play centre began in the fall of
2023, and the grand opening is set for June 2024.

In 2023 we also welcomed Plethora Fine Foods to our market merchant
floor. Proprietor James Covell moved his abundance of fine foods from
Sechelt to an expanded space in our Market, where he is offering an
exciting range of fresh and prepared foods to go.

As the year came to a close, we prepared to announce the rebranding

of our aquarium and marine society—the culmination of many hours of
creative planning by internal and external teams. The Nicholas Sonntag
Tidepools Aquarium promises to continue to ignite a passion for our
oceans through education, discovery, and storytelling while the BlueAct
Marine Society will strive to engage a community of stewards committed
to sustaining the health of our oceans.

We are grateful to our volunteers and staff for the hours of hard
work invested, to our donors, sponsors and funding partners for their
generosity and to our amazing community, which helps us create a
vibrant hub of Coastal life!
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We are grateful to operate on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the
Skwxwiizmesh Uxwumixw | Squamish Nation. Honouring local customs and traditional
knowledge is an important component of our programs.

Who We Are

Gibsons Community Building
Society (GCBS) is a not-for-profit
society established to build and
operate Gibsons Public Market.
GCBS established BlueAct Marine
Society (formerly Gibsons Marine
Education Centre Society), a not-for-
profit charity to operate Nicholas
Sonntag Tidepools Aquarium
(formerly Nicholas Sonntag Marine
Education Centre)

Gibsons Community Building
Society’s mission is to build a
healthy, caring, thriving community
through vibrant community events,
programs, public gathering spaces, a
bustling local market, and an inspiring
collect-and-release aquarium.

BlueAct Marine Society’s mission

is to inspire, educate and change
behaviour through the successful
operation of a collect-and-release
aquarium, community and education
programs, and conservation initiatives
to sustain healthy Coastal life.

What We Do

WE CONNECT

We connect people to foster
a healthier, more social and
caring community.

WE INSPIRE

We inspire sustainable behaviour for
the health of our ocean and planet.

WE CREATE

We create opportunities for artists
and entrepreneurs to cultivate
community economic development.



Our Impact

134,875 People Engaged at the Gibsons Public Market in 2023

COMMUNITY EVENTS + PROGRAMS

We believe communities thrive and are made resilient through shared acts
of citizenship, connection, celebration, and cooperation.

2023 Event and Program Highlights:

Wellness Fest « Night Markets « WinterFest « Saturday Live Music e
Demo & Dine « Kids Cooking & Art Classes « Mahjon the Coast «
Sunshine Coast Elder College « Yoga e Paint Nights
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157 Events and programs ,@: 250+ Dedicated volunteers
// \\

2 J 3 Summer Night Markets with 311 GPM Members with

[m}{"'] more than 9,000 attendees 1,288 newsletter subscribers

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

We believe that community and economic development are inextricably
linked—connecting people, purpose, and place. Gibsons Public Market is
home to five local merchants, an award-winning bistro, and operates a
commissary and community kitchen for food-based micro-entrepreneurs.
We create a wide range of opportunities for local vendors, artists, chefs and
performers through our events and programs and have created meaningful
employment opportunities through our two non-profit societies.

2023 Market Merchants and Tenants:

Crazy Red’s Breads « Emelle’s Bistro e Fisherman’s Market e
Kitchen Classics » Kostl Emnts « Shaggy Jack’s Market o ReGEN Media

150+ Event vendors

;‘8‘}3\'{ 90,000 Market customers
J Paid $10,000+ to musicians,
500+ Venue rentals % performers, and artists through

fees and commissions
50+ Coastal residents employed

with meaningful work, including
youth and internship opportunities

Thank You for a Tremendous Year!

GRATITUDE FOR OUR PARTNERS,
DONORS AND PATRONS

We are deeply grateful for the individuals, organizations, foundations and
governments that support the work we do, including but not limited to:

MARINE EDUCATION +
CONSERVATION

The Nicholas Sonntag TidePools
Aquarium provides an experience that
connects people to the wonders of
their local ocean through education,
discovery, and storytelling. Our
conservation work inspires action

to create meaningful change for the
health of our ocean.

2023 BlueAct Marine Society Impact:

Aquarium e Education Programs e
Conservation Projects

F(OFR'J\ 7,800+ Aquarium visits

Hundreds of local
students engaged

11 Camp weeks with
173 camp participants

328 Aquarium pass-holders
with 1,092 newsletter and
camp notice subscribers

100+ Species
500+ Specimens

30+ Habitats

3.5+ tonnes of debris removed
from Gibsons Harbour and
local shorelines
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Visionaries Len and Judi Libin

Cornerstone Partners Government of
BC, Government of Canada, Island Coastal
Economic Trust, Seaspan and the Dennis &
Phyllis Washington Foundation, TELUS

Champions Debbie & Amadeu Amaral,
BMO Bank of Montreal, CIBC, Craftsman
Collision, Sally Graham, Barbara Cochran



Financial Summary
GIBSONS COMMUNITY BUILDING SOCIETY (GCBS)

Real Estate, Leasehold
Improvements

Donations,
Fundraising, Grants

Loans Payable

Earned Revenue

(Rentals, Programs, Events)

2023 2023 2023 2023

$330,347 $1,365,923 $3,575,772 $1,040,312
2022 2022

""" : $368,738 ~ $3,544,996 —

2021 2021 2021 2021
$305,434 - $324,609 $3,712,726 $1,448,606

BLUEACT MARINE SOCIETY
Earned Revenue Donations, Tangible Loans Payable

(Admissions, Programs, Conservation) Fundraising, Grants Capital Assets

2023 2023 2023 2023
$162,644 $205,733 $65,534 | $44,300
2022 2022
""" . $262,048  $65,300 —_—
2021 2021 2021 2021
$177,311 $362,048 $64,041 $40,000

PUBLIC MARKET
REAL ESTATE OWNERSHIP

. Gibsons Community Building Society
. Town of Gibsons
‘ Community Futures Sunshine Coast

Sunshine Coast Foundation

& Peter Grant, Dolores Houghton, Joan &
Bill Humphries, Bill & Trudene Longman,
Barby & Karl Paulus, Pam Robertson &
Pete McDonald, Sheila & Doug Rogers,
Linda & Nick Sonntag, Sunshine Coast
Credit Union, Christy & Dave Sverre,
Town of Gibsons, Lis & Bruce Welch

Founders BC Ferries, Unni & Fred Claridge,
ECO Canada, Fiona & Darren Entwistle,

BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF

GCBS Board of Directors Pam Robertson (Chair), Jonah Spiegelman (Vice-President),

Hardy Forzley (Treasurer), Debbie Amaral (Secretary), James Askew, Dave Biggs, Carol Carr-
Andersson, Don Furney, Mary Lou Gazeley, Georgy Good, Ralph Hilton, Michelle Hunt, Joanne
Pearson, Julie Reeves, Marc Soprovich, David Sverre, Lis Welch, Wilson Williams

GCBS Board Of Governors Darren Entwistle (Honorary Chair), Lis Welch (Chair), Deborah
Baker, Joann Hetherington, Patricia Hetherington, Dolores Houghton, Gerry Humphries,
Peter Kvarnstrom, Bill Longman, Anastase Maragos, Pam Robertson, Doug Rogers, Charlene

San)enko, Conner Wear, Stanley Yasin

BlueAct Board of Directors Debbie Amaral (Chair), Pam Robertson (Treasurer), Barbara
Cochran (Secretary), James Askew, Unni Claridge, Aleria Ladwig, Mary Nattrass, Doug Rogers

GCBS/BlueAct Staff Nancy Cottingham Powell (Executive Director), Claire Armstrong,
Emma Brisebois, Emily Cook, Hayley Judge (on leave), Anastasiia Khrystiuk, Tina Komendat,
Kerri Luciani, Janiell McHeffey, Terri Ponich, Anna Shephard, Lyra Silver, Jane Tchorbadjiysky,

Hayley Toth, Christina Wilson

Past Employees Vicki Raw, Camila Buitrago, Colette Craigan, Krysta Laliberté, Rafael

Scholermann, Owen Tonis, Jenny Wright

John Enevoldson, Gibsons Building
Supplies, Patricia Gray & David Doucette,
Judy Rother & Errol Lipschitz, Nancy

& Gerry Zipursky

Community Leaders Coast Reporter,
Heather & Keith Cross, Crowe MacKay,
Joann Hetherington, Gerry Humphries,
Ledcor, Anne Niklewicz & Rainer
Borkenhagen, Alexis Nothstein & Stafford

Lumley, Joanne Pearson & Wayne Rowe,
Julie Reeves, Kris & Thomas Roper, Elaine
& Zev Shafran, Sandra & Marc Soprovich,
Sunshine Coast Community Forest Legacy
Fund, Sunshine Coast Foundation, Joanie &
David Tara, Touchstone at Gospel Rock

Pillars Maureen Bird & Nancy Bennett,
Emelle’s Market Bistro, Catharine Esson
& Dave Crosby, Mary Findlay & Donald




Bland, Bull Housser and Tupper LLP, Howe
Sound Pulp and Paper, Sandra & Sterling
Clarren, Bob Crawford, Klaus Fuerniss
Enterprises Inc, Lisa & Ralph Hilton,
Patricia Hetherington, Margie & Dick
Humphries, KiND Development Group,
Anastase Maragos, Doreen Oosterhuis &
Doug Marteinson, Andrée Olivier & Mikal
Fisher, RBC Wealth Management, John

Vibrant Stories of Community Impact
GROWING OUR COMMUNITY HUB

Since moving to Gibsons 2 years ago, the Market has become a central place
for me. There is a tremendous variety of activities that keep me coming back!
Shopping for fresh fish, bread, and now at Plethora, coffee after paddling, and
of course, playing mahjong and happy hour every Wednesday afternoon!

KAREN WINFIELD

Learning to play mahjong at the Market has been an unexpected way for me
to connect with the Gibsons community and meet some fantastic people.

It has become a social activity where | can learn, share stories, and cultivate
new friendships. Lisa has created a welcoming and safe environment to
gather and enjoy a sense of belonging. I'm thankful for the “LISA’'S” who use
their gifts to become community builders.

COLLEEN TAIT

GENERATIONS OF OCEAN EXPLORERS

Our family has attended Ocean Explorers Camp for 3 years! It is the
only summer program we repeat each summer. That is how much we
enjoy and appreciate it! The hands-on, experiential play and education
draw us to this program, and the enjoyment and education the kids
get attending the camp make it a winner. The staff are fantastic! The
kids come home with excellent knowledge of ocean life, and they've
learnt to respect and protect our oceans. They have taught the rest of
the family a lot! | can’t rave enough about the camps. We will definitely
be returning next summer. And with two more campers coming up

the ranks, I'm sure we will be returning for many years to come.

SHAYLA KING

BUDDING ENTREPRENEURS AT MARKET EVENTS

For the last couple of years, the Gibsons Public Market has warmly embraced
our handmade jewelry business, featuring us in numerous events. Among
these, the Summer Night Markets have stood out as the most financially
rewarding and enjoyable for our small shop—they hardly felt like work.
Throughout our journey, the supportive staff have been instrumental in
helping us navigate any challenges we’ve encountered. We truly believe that
this community hub has played a significant role in the success of our brand.

MORGAN + SYDNEY DOWNIE
Moe & Syd Creations

Sverre, TD Bank, Vancity Foundation

Patrons AL13 Architectural Panel Systems,
Shaunna and Mike Asselstine, Custom
Flooring Centres, Shana & Hardy Forzley,
Freedom Diving Systems, Penny & Bob
Gayton, Georgy & Bill Good, Juliane &
Robert Hunt, Franziska Kaltenegger & Bob
Nedoma, Jan Keast, Patsy MacDonald &

Pete Doyle, Dawn & Bob Miller, Pacific
Salmon Foundation, RR Smith Memorial
Fund, Spani Developments, Sunshine Coast
Regional District, Marleen Vermeulen

We are pleased to recognize contributions
from more than 310 donors on our Giving
Tree located inside the main entrance of
the Gibsons Public Market.
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Interested in
Fueling our
Mission?

BECOME A DONOR
OR SPONSOR!

As a non-profit organization
we rely on the generosity of
our wonderful donors and
sponsors to help us achieve
our goals. Email nancy@
gibsonspublicmarket.com
to learn more.
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Interested in Volunteering with Us?
CARING IN MOTION

Gibsons Community Building Society is a volunteer-powered organization.
Volunteers are essential to the operations, facility maintenance and the
delivery of our exciting community events and programs.

e oo
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From our Night Markets and aquarium camps, to workshops, féstivals and
celebrations for all ages, volunteers and their generous acts of service are
vital to the impact Gibsons Public Market and TldePooJS Aquarlum has in
our community.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER TODAY

Interested? Email volunteer@gibsonspublicmarket.com to learn more!

GibsonsPublicMarket.com ¢ BlueAct.org ° TidepoolsAquarium.org

PO Box 191, 473 Gower Point Road, Gibsons BC VON 1VO | 604-886-8814
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