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Who We Are
Gibsons Community Building 
Society is a not-for-profit society 
established to build and operate 
Gibsons Public Market and the 
Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education 
Centre. Our mission is to build 
a healthy, caring and thriving 
community through our vibrant 
community programs and public 
gathering spaces, a bustling local 
market and an inspiring marine 
education centre.

What We Do
WE CONNECT – We connect 
people to foster a healthier, more 
social and caring community. 

WE INSPIRE – We inspire 
sustainable behaviour for the health 
of our ocean and planet. 

WE CREATE – We create 
opportunities for artists and 
entrepreneurs to cultivate 
community economic development.

We are grateful to operate on the 
traditional, ancestral and unceded 
territory of the Skwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw 
| Squamish Nation. Honouring local 
customs and traditional knowledge is  
an integral component of our project. 

Gibsons Community Building Society is a non-profit 
organization, with amazing volunteer governance and 
support, dedicated to building a healthy, caring and 
thriving community. 
In a world filled with uncertainty, the need to strengthen our sense 
of wellbeing by feeling part of a connected and caring community is 
even greater. We are proud of the role Gibsons Public Market plays in 
fostering a multi-faceted, welcoming hub—a place where people of all 
ages can gather. 

More than 7,500 people including local families and visitors celebrated 
the return of our Summer Night Markets. And we continued our 
commitment to providing opportunities to connect with our talented 
coastal artists, musicians, chefs and entrepreneurs through our art 
displays, live music, Demo and Dine events, Food Truck Fridays, public 
market merchants and our seasonal market places. 

We are inspired by the wonder and awe on the faces of children as they 
connect with the depth of biodiversity of Átl’ka7tsem | Howe Sound at 
the Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education Centre. They are learning to 
become stewards of a healthy ocean at our unique collect-and-release 
aquarium, on our beaches and in our education programs and camps. 

To our dedicated staff, donors, volunteers, funders, supporters, Board 
Members and all who live, work and play here—thank you! Together we 
are making a valued difference in our community.

VICKI RAW 
Executive Director

PAM ROBERTSON 
Board Chair



Our Impact 

WELCOME

CULTURE & COMMUNITY
WELLBEING 

We believe communities thrive and 
are made resilient through shared 
acts of citizenship, connection, 
celebration and cooperation. 
Visitors to the Market are 
encouraged to use our public  
Atrium space to eat their lunch, 
take a break from a busy day, work 
remotely, or connect with family 
and friends over a board game.

70,000 VISITORS 

327 EVENTS WITH  
16,975 ATTENDEES

81 WELLNESS CLASSES

4 FOOD TRUCK 
FRIDAY EVENTS 

250+ DEDICATED 
VOLUNTEERS

323 GPM MEMBERS  
WITH 2,825 NEWSLETTER 
SUBSCRIBERS   

MARINE STEWARDSHIP

The Ocean connects us all, within 
our community and worldwide.  
We are inspired by the mystery, 
wonder and diversity of life found 
just below the surface of our ocean, 
right at our doorstep. Through field-
trips for school aged learners, public 
lectures, camps for children and 
other special events, the Nicholas 
Sonntag Marine Education Centre is 
fostering a community that actively 
cares for the health of our ocean.

9,052 AQUARIUM VISITS 

74 SCHOOL CLASSES WITH 
1,000+ ATTENDEES

14 WEEKS OF CAMPS WITH 
164 CAMP PARTICIPANTS  

543 NSMEC MEMBERS 
WITH 686 NEWSLETTER 
SUBSCRIBERS   

100+ SPECIES 

500+ SPECIMENS

30+ HABITATS 

32,000 L OF SALT WATER

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT & 
LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS

We believe that community 
and economic development are 
inextricably linked—connected 
through people, purpose and place. 
Gibsons Public Market is home to 
five local merchants, an award-
winning bistro and operates a 
commissary kitchen for food-based 
micro-entrepreneurs. 

55 COOKING AND EATING 
EVENTS IN THE CIBC 
COMMUNITY KITCHEN, 
INCLUDING 4 WEEKS OF 
KIDS COOKING CAMPS  

3 SUMMER NIGHT  
MARKETS WITH MORE 
THAN 7,500 ATTENDEES

1 WINTER MARKET 
WEEKEND WITH MORE 
THAN 2,000 ATTENDEES

50+ COASTAL RESIDENTS 
EMPLOYED WITH 
MEANINGFUL WORK, 
INCLUDING YOUTH 
AND INTERNSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

CONNECTING INSPIRING CREATING

126,027 GPM  
Visitors in 2022



GIBSONS COMMUNITY 
BUILDING SOCIETY (GCBS)

2022 Revenue $708,428

Earned Revenue $339,690

Donations $120,162

Fundraising Events $172,280

In Kind Contributions $38,525

Grants & Gov’t Assistance $37,771

2022 Expenses $908,168

Operating Expenses $613,866

General & Admin $124,564

Amortization $169,738

2022 Balance Sheet

Cash & Receivables $109,774

Leaseholds & Improvements $3,244,996

Investments in Real Estate $300,000

Short Term Liabilities $507,874

Long Term Liabilities $866,594

Equity $2,280,302

GIBSONS MARINE EDUCATION 
CENTRE SOCIETY (GMECS)

2022 Revenue $452,864

Admissions, Programs, Contracts $34,191

Programs $96,842

Contracts & Other Income $59,783

Donations $109,803

Fundraising Events $22,468

Grants $129,777

2022 Expenses $497,827

Operating Expenses $483,905

General & Admin  $7,325

Amortization $6,597

2022 Balance Sheet

Cash & Receivables $59,358

Tangible Capital Assets $65,300

Short Term Liabilities $57,064

Long Term Liabilities $40,000

Fund Balances $27,594

2023 Board Members and Staff
GCBS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Pam Robertson (Chair), Jonah Spiegelman (Vice-President), Hardy 
Forzley (Treasurer), Debbie Amaral (Secretary), James Askew, Dave 
Biggs, Carol Carr-Andersson, Don Furney, Mary-Lou Gazeley, Georgy 
Good, Ralph Hilton, Michelle Hunt, Joanne Pearson, Julie Reeves, 
Marc Soprovich, David Sverre, Lis Welch, Wilson Williams

GCBS BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Darren Entwistle (Honorary Chair), Lis Welch (Chair), Deborah Baker, 
Joann Hetherington, Patricia Hetherington, Dolores Houghton, Gerry 
Humphries, Peter Kvarnstrom, Bill Longman, Anastase Maragos, Pam 
Robertson, Doug Rogers, Charlene SanJenko, Stanley Yasin

GMECS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Debbie Amaral (Chair), Pam Robertson (Treasurer), Barbara Cochran 
(Secretary), James Askew, Unni Claridge, Mary Nattrass, Doug Rogers

GCBS/GMECS STAFF 

Vicki Raw (Executive Director), Camila Buitrago, Emily Cook,  
Colette Craigan, Hayley Judge, Anastasiia Khrystiuk, Krysta LaLiberté, 
Kerri Luciani, Janiell McHeffey, Rafael Scholermann, Owen Tonis, 
Jenny Wright Past employees: Dimitrios Alexiou, Ann-Marie Brown, 
Bowie Hamilton, Kayla Henderson, Danielle Houston, Janet Shimizu, 
Henry Telfer

Financial Summary
Public Market  
Real Estate Ownership

40%

39%

14%

7%

Gibsons Community 
Building Society

Town of Gibsons

Community Futures 
Sunshine Coast

Sunshine Coast Foundation



Inspiring Stories

OWEN’S NSMEC EXPERIENCE

I have worked and volunteered 
at the Nicholas Sonntag Marine 
Education Centre for the past 2.5 
years. I started as a student looking 
to acquire volunteer hours for a 
leadership class, but soon realized 
what an amazing little gem I had 
uncovered. After a year of weekly 
volunteering, I was offered the 
opportunity to work at the center 
part time as a junior aquarist.

Working at NSMEC has been 
an amazing experience which 
allowed me to truly expand my 
passion for the ocean and marine 
life. I have learned a multitude of 
new skills and abilities. Thanks 
to NSMEC’S large emphasis on 
education, I have the ability to 
learn all about the ecosystems 
of our waters and share this 
education with our visitors to help 
preserve and protect our oceans. 

I will be attending the University of 
Victoria in fall 2023 to pursue studies 
in both micro and marine biology.

OWEN TONIS
Junior Aquarist

CONNECTING NEWCOMERS TO
THE COAST THROUGH FOOD

Welcoming Communities is a 
Federal and Provincial Newcomer 
Settlement initiative focused on 
community integration and English 
language acquisition. Multicultural 
Kitchen is one of our monthly 
programs where ‘clients’ take turns 
leading a cooking session focusing 
on a favourite recipe from their 
home country. Registration is open 
to everyone.

Using the Community Kitchen at 
Gibsons Public Market has been a 
dream for us. The space is ideally 
suited to our purposes. Staff are 
friendly, welcoming and helpful. 
Our presence in this space attracts 
folks who ask what is going on—
we’re happy to tell them.

Gibsons Public Market is a special 
resource in our community. We are 
so grateful that it is affordable and 
available to projects like ours.

TRUDI DIENING
Instructor, Program Manager, Literacy 
Outreach Coordinator; Community 
Development and Outreach (CDO);  
kálax-ay the Sunshine Coast Campus

FROM POP-UP TO GROCER:
SHAGGY JACK’S MARKET

In the summer of 2022, Shaggy 
Jack’s, a mushroom speciality 
business attending farmer’s markets 
since 2018, was looking to expand. 
When the opportunity arose to 
open a pop-up location at Gibsons 
Public Market, we were excited to 
join such an accessible community 
hub. When Goodacre Market came 
up for sale, we decided this was the 
perfect opportunity to build our 
business in a sustainable direction.

We took over in January 2023 and 
renamed it Shaggy Jack’s Market, 
merging our two business concepts 
together: mushroom speciality 
and low-waste produce and bulk 
goods, also bringing in a number of 
packaged staple goods in demand 
from our customers.

Shaggy Jack’s is thrilled to run 
this anchor business in Gibsons 
Public Market and looks forward 
to many more successful years 
serving our community.  

ANDREA COATES & JODY FRANKLIN
Owners, Shaggy Jack’s Market



Thanks to You, We Continue 
to Connect, Inspire & Create
EVERY DAY, WE SEE THE IMPACT OF YOUR 
GENEROSITY IN OUR EVENTS, WORKSHOPS, 
SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS AND
EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 

It’s in the smile of a child who has just enjoyed the 
touch-tanks at our Aquarium for the first time. 

It’s in the dedicated eyes of the volunteer gardening 
the flower beds of our beautiful grounds. 

It’s in the joy and laughter of a young family walking 
through one of our Summer Night Markets. 

It’s in the proud expression of the artist hanging  
their works in our Art @ the Market program, or the 
musician gracing a lively crowd on a Saturday afternoon 
with their local talent.

You are igniting opportunities for our community to 
connect in healthier, more social and caring ways.  
You are inspiring sustainable behaviours for the health of 
our ocean and planet. You are creating opportunities for 
local entrepreneurs to cultivate economic development, 
right here, in our community. 

Together, we’re building a vibrant hub of coastal life. 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your  
passion and ongoing support!

Interested in Having a Greater Impact? Become a Donor or Sponsor!
As a non-profit organization we rely on the generosity of our wonderful donors and 
sponsors to help us with our mission. Learn more: vraw@gibsonspublicmarket.com

Have Time and Skills to Share? Become a Volunteer! 
Gibsons Community Building Society is a volunteer-powered organization. Volunteers 
are essential to the operations, facility maintenance and delivery of our community 
programs. From our Night Markets and NSMEC programs, to workshops, festivals and 
celebrations for all ages, volunteers and their generous acts of service are vital to the 
impact Gibsons Public Market and the Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education Centre have 
on our community. Learn more: info@gibsonspublicmarket.com 

PROUD OPERATOR OF:

gibsonspublicmarket.com  |  604-886-8814 
PO Box 191, 473 Gower Point Road 

Gibsons BC V0N 1V0 

mailto:vraw%40gibsonspublicmarket.com?subject=
mailto:info%40gibsonspublicmarket.com?subject=
http://gibsonspublicmarket.com

