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C E L E B R A T I N G  5  Y E A R S

Who We Are
Gibsons Community Building 
Society is a not-for-profit society 
established to build and operate 
Gibsons Public Market and 
the Nicholas Sonntag Marine 
Education Centre. Our mission 
is to build a healthy, caring and 
thriving community through our 
vibrant community programs and 
public gathering spaces, a bustling 
local market and an inspiring 
marine education centre.

What We Do
WE CONNECT – We connect 
people to foster a healthier, more 
social and caring community. 

WE INSPIRE – We inspire 
sustainable behaviour for the 
health of our ocean and planet. 

WE CREATE – We create 
opportunities for artists and 
entrepreneurs to cultivate 
community economic 
development. 

For information on how you  
can support Gibsons Community 
Building Society and Gibsons 
Marine Education Centre  
Society, please contact:  
vraw@gibsonspublicmarket.com

We are grateful to operate on the 
traditional, ancestral and unceded 
territory of the Skwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw 
| Squamish Nation. Honouring local 
customs and traditional knowledge is  
an integral component of our project. 

Message from our Executive Director
Here comes the sun! A statement that evokes thoughts of spring 
flowers, outdoor pursuits, warm summer breezes, and brighter days. 
With the first quarter of 2022 behind us, it also means the long-awaited 
lifting of COVID-19 restrictions and the start of transitioning back to 
normal activities, including gathering with family and friends.

After two years that tested us all, we are more than ready to enter 
this next phase. Staff and volunteers at Gibsons Community Building 
Society are looking forward to locals and visitors alike, once again, 
participating in programs, attending events, and enjoying our public 
gathering space to its fullest.

As we celebrate our 5th Anniversary, we are launching new events and 
programs, booking much awaited celebrations, and bringing back our 
community-focused Night Markets! Our Nicholas Sonntag Marine 
Education Centre team continues to inspire marine enthusiasts of all 
ages to actively care for the health of our ocean through visits to our 
collect-and-release aquarium, school programs, spring and summer 
camps, local conservation projects, and educational workshops and 
events. And Gibsons Public Market continues to welcome shoppers 
with the scent of fresh baked goods and coffee; the sight of colourful 
produce and zero-waste bulk food supplies; coolers of fresh and frozen 
sustainably sourced seafood; rows of specialty cheeses and charcuterie 
items; and delicious bistro offerings.  

Looking back on the successes of 2021, we are humbled and amazed by 
the ongoing support of our incredible network of volunteers, donors, 
partners, and staff. We are not just a community building—we are 
building community and it’s truly spectacular!

Thank you all!

VICKI RAW  |  Executive Director



GIBSONS PUBLIC MARKET

NICHOLAS SONNTAG MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE

FEBRUARY 2013

Zipursky and Sonntag families 
initiated a social purpose real 
estate project—repurpose the 
empty Gibsons Yacht Club 
building into a community 
hub and public market—to 
stimulate economic growth 
and create a gathering place 
for residents and visitors 
alike. This was conditional on 
sufficient funds being raised 
by an established timeline.

DECEMBER 2013

The founders, with support 
from volunteers, raised 
$275,000 in donations to the 
Town of Gibsons enabling the 
Town to become an equity 
partner in the real estate. 
The property was acquired 
with additional equity from 
Sunshine Coast Community 
Futures and the Sunshine 
Coast Foundation.

APRIL 2015

Gerry Zipursky, Bill 
Humphries, Brian Smith and 
Pam Robertson met with 
TELUS to forge a leadership 
partnership. Darren Entwistle 
accepted the position as 
Honourary Chair of our Board 
of Governors. To this day, 
TELUS remains our most 
important corporate partner.

JUNE 2015

Our Capital Campaign to 
expand and renovate our 
building launched at our 
annual Fundraising Gala. 
Our committee was proud 
to announce we had raised 
$1.3M of our $3M target.

 

Five years of Community Impact 

WELCOME

452,500 VISITS

34,777 VISITS

23 FRIDAY 
MARKETS

500+ SPECIMENS

1,800 EVENTS

289 CLASSES WITH 
4,920 ATTENDEES

100+ COASTAL RESIDENTS 
EMPLOYED WITH  

MEANINGFUL WORK

30+ HABITATS

150+ COOKING AND 
EATING EVENTS

31 WEEKS OF CAMPS 
WITH 280 CAMP  
PARTICIPANTS

300+ DEDICATED 
VOLUNTEERS

32,000L OF  
SALT WATER

5 NIGHT MARKETS  
WITH MORE THAN  
11,500 ATTENDEES

100+ SPECIES



» Lisa & friends

» Cedar brushing

What GCBS Means to You
“As a member of a five-generation Gibsons family, seeing my grandparent’s and 
cousin’s pictures on the wall in honour of their contribution to the community of 
Gibsons and the Market is very special.” 
GERRY HUMPHRIES  |  Board of Governors 

“We had our wedding reception at the market. The space was perfect, very elegant, 
good food and the bar was well stocked,, with lots of space for dancing. A truly 
great setting for a night that I will never forget.” 
DOLORES HOUGHTON  |  Board of Governors

“Through the Market, we have made so many friends and have felt so welcomed into 
the community. Looking forward to many more great events.” 
LISA HILTON  |  Volunteer 

“GPM provided us a platform to help build our success. A place to build a family, 
community and friendships revolving around our passions of cooking. Within a  
few months we started hosting GPM’s first cooking classes - and they were exactly  
how we envisioned. Harvest tables packed with the excitement of laughter and fun.”
MARK & HAGIT  |  Eats West

» Mark and Hagit

Your Favourite Memories
“The Grand Opening and the ceremonial Cedar brushing.” 
ERROL LIPSCHITZ  |  GCBS Board of Directors and Volunteer 

“The three days our daughter spent at camp were the best three days of fun and 
education she has had in a while. I loved hearing the excitement in her voice.” 
A GRATEFUL PARENT 

“The Market has been such an important part of our life on the Coast! I’m grateful  
for the friends that we have met and for what it offers our seaside community.  
It has been our pleasure to help where and how we can. I have particularly enjoyed 
working in the kitchens with friends and cooking for our community.” 
GEORGY GOOD  |  GCBS Board of Directors and Volunteer  

“I remember visiting the NSMEC Aquarium with my kids during the heatwave!  
Such a great place to cool down and learn about our local marine life!” 
CAMBRIA LOGAN  |  Local Artist 

NOVEMBER 2015

With the support of Joanne 
Pearson, Gerry Zipursky met 
with Squamish Nation Council 
to begin what would become a 
valuable partnership. Squamish 
Nation artist, Ritchie Baker, 
carved the welcoming posts 
at the Market which feature a 
salmon and an eagle. 

APRIL 2017

Gibsons Public Market grand 
opening where it becomes 
a bustling local Market with 
100% merchant occupancy  
and a vibrant community 
gathering space.

SPRING 2018

Grand opening ceremony for 
Nicholas Sonntag Marine 
Education Centre (NSMEC) 
with the first collect-and-
release aquarium on the  
Coast and one of a handful  
in Canada

SUMMER 2018

We piloted our first two  
Night Markets as an 
experiment in supporting 
local business, placemaking 
and community celebration. 
NSMEC launched kids 
summer camps and a 
partnership with SD46 to 
provide curriculum-based 
marine science programs for 
elementary students.

» NSMEC Aquarium

» Georgy Good



SPRING 2020

As we faced a global 
pandemic, many of our 
programs and events had 
to pivot, including our Gala 
which went virtual for the first 
time. While we were unable 
to teach SD46 students, our 
summer kids camps were able 
to proceed. Our Public Market 
merchants remained open 
throughout.

IN 2021

Our second virtual Gala 
garnered our largest 
participation and honoured 
Brian Smith. SD46 classes 
resumed, we launched our 
Grade 6 curriculum, offered 
extra programming for those 
we missed in 2020, and 
participated in a BC-wide 
central coast shoreline cleanup 
initiative, removing just 
under two tons of debris and 
recycling more than 70% of it.

IN 2022

We celebrate five years!  
As an organization, we are 
able to come together like 
never before, supporting 
merchants, customers, 
engaging volunteers, donors 
and partners, raising much 
needed funds and continuing 
to build community.

Gratitude for our  
Partners, Donors and Patrons 
CORNERSTONE PARTNERS 

Government of Canada, Island 
Coastal Economic Trust, Seaspan 
and the Dennis & Phyllis Washington 
Foundation, TELUS

CHAMPIONS 

BMO Bank of Montreal, CIBC, 
Craftsman Collision, Government of 
BC, Sally Graham, Barbara Cochran  
& Peter Grant, Dolores Houghton,  
Joan & Bill Humphries, Pam Robertson 
& Pete McDonald, Linda & Nick 
Sonntag, Christy & Dave Sverre,  
Lis & Bruce Welch

FOUNDERS

Debbie & Amadeu Amaral, BC 
Ferries, Unni & Fred Claridge, Fiona 
& Darren Entwistle, John Enevoldson, 
Gibsons Building Supplies, Patricia 
Gray & David Doucette, Trudene & 
Bill Longman, Barby & Karl Paulus, 
Sheila & Doug Rogers, Town of 
Gibsons, Sunshine Coast Credit 
Union, Nancy & Gerry Zipursky

COMMUNITY LEADERS 

Coast Reporter, Heather & Keith Cross, 
ECO Canada, Joann Hetherington, 
Gerry Humphries, Ledcor, Anne 
Niklewicz & Rainer Borkenhagen, 
Judy Rother & Errol Lipschitz, Elaine 
& Zev Shafran, Sandra & Marc 
Soprovich, Sunshine Coast Community 
Forest Legacy Fund, Sunshine Coast 
Foundation, Joanie & David Tara

PILLARS 

Maureen Bird & Nancy Bennett, 
Mary Findlay & Donald Bland, Bull 
Housser and Tupper LLP, Sandra & 
Sterling Clarren, Crowe MacKay, KiND 
Development Group, Klaus Fuerniss 
Enterprises Inc, Patricia Hetherington, 
Margie & Dick Humphries, Stafford 
Lumley, Doreen Oosterhuis & Doug 
Marteinson, Andrée Olivier & Mikal 
Fisher, RBC Wealth Management, 
Joanne Pearson & Wayne Rowe,  
Kris & Thomas Roper, John Sverre,  
TD Bank, Touchstone at Gospel Rock, 
Vancity Foundation

PATRONS 

AL13 Architectural Panel Systems, Bob 
Crawford, Catharine Esson & Dave 
Crosby, Custom Flooring Centres, Shana 
& Hardy Forzley, Penny & Bob Gayton, 
Georgy & Bill Good, Lisa & Ralph Hilton, 
Howe Sound Pulp and Paper, Juliane 
& Robert Hunt, Franziska Kaltenegger 
& Bob Nedoma, Jan Keast, Patsy 
MacDonald & Pete Doyle, Dawn & Bob 
Miller, Spani Developments, Marleen 
Vermeulen, Watson Goepel LLP

We are pleased to recognize 
contributions from more than  
288 donors on our Giving Tree  
located inside the main entrance  
of the Public Market.

» NSMEC Kids Camp

Board Members
GCBS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Pam Robertson (President), Jonah 
Spiegelman (Vice-President), Hardy Forzley 
(Treasurer), Debbie Amaral (Secretary), 
James Askew, Dave Biggs, Carol Carr-
Andersson, Unni Claridge, Mary-Lou 
Gazeley, Georgy Good, Ralph Hilton, 
Michelle Hunt, Errol Lipschitz, Julie Reeves, 
Marc Soprovich, David Sverre, Lis Welch

GCBS BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Darren Entwistle (Honorary Chair), 
Lis Welch (Chair), Deborah Baker, 
Joann Hetherington, Patricia 
Hetherington, Dolores Houghton, Gerry 
Humphries, Franziska Kaltenegger, 
Peter Kvarnstrom, Bill Longman, 
Anastase Maragos, Pam Robertson, 
Doug Rogers, Charlene SanJenko 

GMECS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Debbie Amaral (Chair), Pam Robertson 
(Treasurer), Barbara Cochran (Secretary), 
James Askew, Mary Nattrass, Joanne 
Pearson. We thank our outgoing directors 
Linda Sonntag & Tristan Woods

GCBS/GMECS STAFF

Vicki Raw (Executive Director), Ann-Marie 
Brown, Lilli Gaston, Danielle Houston, 
Hayley Judge, Krysta LaLiberté, Kerri 
Luciani, Janet Shimizu, Kevin Swoboda, 
Henry Telfer, Owen Tonis, Tatum Wray, 
Jenny Wright. Past employees: Emily Cook, 
Matt McLean, Joah Pinfold

C E L E B R A T I N G  5  Y E A R S
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Interested In 
Volunteering? 
Our volunteers are the backbone 
of our organization assisting us 
with program delivery, facility 
maintenance and so much more. 
From our NSMEC programs to 
community celebrations for all ages, 
volunteers and their generous acts 
of service are essential to the impact 
Gibsons Public Market and the 
Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education 
Centre have on our community.

Interested in becoming a volunteer? 
Email to learn more! 
info@gibsonspublicmarket.com 

Financial Summary
GIBSONS COMMUNITY BUILDING SOCIETY (GCBS)

2021 Balance Sheet

Cash & Receivables                                              $107,616 Short Term Liabilities                                  $1,290,552

Leaseholds & Improvements                              $3,412,726 Long Term Liabilities     $49,747

Investments in Real Estate $300,000 Equity                                                             $2,480,043

2021 Earned Revenue $630,043	  2021 Operating Expenses $707,178

Earned Revenue $305,434 Operating Expenses $424,982

Donations $89,994 General & Admin $113,901

Fundraising Events $145,905 Amortization $168,295

In Kind Contributions $32,432   

Grants & Gov’t Assistance $56,278   

 

GIBSONS MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE SOCIETY (GMECS)

2021 Balance Sheet

Cash & Receivables                                              $122,054 Short Term Liabilities       $73,538

Tangible Capital Assets                                                        $64,041 Long Term Liabilities       $40,000

Fund Balances $72,557

2021 Earned Revenue $539,359 2021 Operating Expenses $473,365

Admissions $30,561 Operating Expenses $454,902

Program Revenue $78,947 General & Admin $12,160

Contract Revenue & Other Income $67,803 Amortization $6,303

Donations $101,355

Fundraising Events $60,427

Grants and Gov’t Assistance $200,266

Public Market  
Real Estate Ownership

40%

39%

14%

7%

Gibsons Community  
Building Society

Community Futures  
Sunshine Coast

Sunshine Coast  
FoundationTown of  

Gibsons
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