
2019 was another banner year for Gibsons Community Building Society, Gibsons Public 
Market and the Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education Centre: attendance at our events 
and community programs continues to rise as more and more residents and visitors to 
the Coast discover the value of what we’re building together; our gathering spaces and 
placemaking activities are creating meaningful impact; we celebrated new partnerships, 
we welcomed new merchants, we launched new initiatives, and we set our sights on 
exploring new pathways to realize our vision for community.

We believe that placemaking is a powerful tool for the creation of healthy, inclusive and 
beloved communities. Through inspired community and educational programming, we 
endeavour to turn the spaces we live into the places we love. Fostering deeper connections 
between neighbours and friends, supporting the entrepreneurial spirit that powers local 
economic development, and holding space for hope-filled conversations about clean growth 
and climate change are the thematic pillars that gird our efforts. The myriad ways that you 
show up to celebrate and contribute to this work tells us that we’re on the right path. 

This report is our expression of thanks and our invitation for your continued support.

2019 Report to Community

What does the  
Gibsons Community 
Building Society do?

BUILD

We build great projects for the benefit 
of current and future generations.

GATHER

We gather together to forge  
new relationships and nurture 
community capital. 

INSPIRE

We inspire sustainable behaviour in 
support of people, purpose and planet.

OUR MISSION: The mission of the Gibsons Community Building Society is to  
build a thriving community through the successful operation of Gibsons Public Market – 
integrating vibrant community programs and public gathering spaces, an inspiring  
marine education centre and a bustling local market – to showcase Coastal life and 
support community economic development.

OUR VISION:  A vibrant hub of Coastal life.

P R O U D  O P E R ATO R  O F:



– GIBSONS PUBLIC MARKET –

– NICHOLAS SONNTAG MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE –

WELCOME

96,000  VISITS

3  NIGHTS MARKETS
7,500  ATTENDEES

104  LIVELIHOOD 
ENTREPRENEURS 

50+  COASTAL RESIDENTS 
EMPLOYED WITH 

MEANINGFUL WORK

83  COOKING AND 
EATING EVENTS

881  EVENTS WITH 
40,823  ATTENDEES

70  LIVE 
PERFORMANCES

 

12,000  VISITS 32,000 L  OF 
RECIRCULATING 

SALT WATER

140 SD46 CLASSES WITH 
3,120  ATTENDEES

400  SPECIMENS 

70+  SPECIES 30  HABITATS 

245  HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS CLASSES

The Not-So-Secret of our Success – 
Volunteers!

Gibsons Community Building Society is a volunteer powered 
organization. In order to deliver exciting community and 
educational programming for guests of all ages, we rely on 
enthusiastic support from individuals keen to express their 
community spirit through acts of service. From leading 
kids cooking classes to marine centre interpretation, from 
maintenance to setting-up and hosting our incredible 
community celebrations, volunteers are the beating heart 
of Gibsons Public Market and the Nicholas Sonntag Marine 
Education Centre.



Donors and Partners
We are deeply grateful for the generous 
contributions of our corporate, foundation, 
government and individual partners, 
including but not limited to:

CORNERSTONE PARTNERS
Government of Canada, Island Coastal 
Economic Trust, TELUS

CHAMPIONS
BMO Bank of Montreal, CIBC, Craftsman 
Collision, Government of BC, Sally Graham, 
Dolores Houghton, Bill and Joan Humphries, 
Pam Robertson/Peter McDonald, Seaspan 
and the Dennis & Phyllis Washington 
Foundation, Linda and Nick Sonntag, Dave 
and Christy Sverre, Bruce and Lis Welch

FOUNDERS
Darren and Fiona Entwistle, Unni and 
Fred Claridge, Barb Cochran/Peter Grant, 
Gibsons Building Supply, Patricia Gray/David 
Doucette, John Enevoldson Engineering, 
Bill and Trudene Longman, Doug and Sheila 
Rogers, Barby and Karl Paulus, Sunshine Coast 
Credit Union, Gerry and Nancy Zipursky

COMMUNITY LEADERS
Debbie and Amadeu Amaral, Keith and 
Heather Cross, Ledcor, Errol Lipschitz/ 
Judy Rother, Gerry Humphries, Anne 
Niklewicz/Rainer Borkenhagen, Scott Davis 
Design, Zev and Elaine Shafran, Marc and 
Sandra Soprovich, Stephen Hanneman 
Architects, Sunshine Coast Community 
Forest Legacy Fund, David and Joanie Tara

PILLARS
AL 13 Architectural Panel Systems, BC Ferries, 
Maureen Bird/Nancy Bennett, Sterling and 
Sandra Clarren, Donald Bland/Mary Findlay, 
Bull Housser & Tupper, Coast Reporter, 
Greenlane Homes, Joann Hetherington, Dick 
and Margie Humphries, John Humphries, 
Klaus Fuerniss Enterprises Inc, Doug 
Marteinson/Doreen Oosterhuis, RBC Wealth 
Management, Wayne Rowe/Joanne Pearson, 
Sunshine Coast Community Foundation, 
Vancity Foundation

PATRONS
Charmaine and George Bayntun, Custom 
Flooring Centres, Doug Enevoldson, Mikal 
Fisher/Andree Olivier, Patricia Hetherington, 
Howe Sound Pulp and Paper, Gail Hunt/
Doug Baker, Peter and Cheryl Humphries, 
Stafford Lumley, Patsy MacDonald/Pete 
Doyle, Crowe MacKay, Dawn and Bob Miller, 
Spani Developments, Suncoast Sundecks, John 
Sverre, TC Development Group, TD Bank, TJM 
Fire Protection, Westcoast Log Homes Ltd 

We are pleased to recognize contributions 
from more than 250 individual donors on our 
Giving Tree installation, located across from 
Reception by TELUS at the main entrance of 
the Public Market.
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PLACEMAKING AND COMMUNITY CAPITAL

We believe that communities thrive and are made resilient through shared acts of citizenship, 
connection, celebration and cooperation. By providing space for our neighbours, guests and  
visitors to gather together and enjoy one another’s company, we are perpetuating a way of life  
that is decidedly joyful and unapologetically Coastal.

2019 marked Howe Sound Pulp and Paper’s 110th anniversary, an event that we wanted 
to celebrate with the entire community. When Public Market staff approached us to get 
involved with the summer Night Markets, we knew immediately this was a great fit for 
all. The market events attracted thousands of visitors and residents while showcasing the 
best of Coastal small businesses, artists, musicians, food and drink. We thank everyone 
involved, including those who attended.  The market series was a true community 
celebration we at Paper Excellence and Howe Sound Pulp are proud to support.  
– Alan Scalet, Howe Sound Pulp and Paper Corporation

LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

We believe that community and economic development are inextricably linked – connected 
through people, purpose and place. Gibsons Public Market is home to seven local food  
merchants and an award-winning bistro, hosts seasonal markets, and operates a commissary 
kitchen for food-based livelihood entrepreneurs.

RISEUp Donuts is a new community business built on our grandmother’s recipes and 
nostalgic yearning for fresh, local and hand crafted. When we discovered Gibsons 
Public Market with their kitchens that enable us to both produce and sell our donuts; 
their Affinity Partner program to help spread the word about our young endeavour; 
and the Night Markets, a platform for us to reach thousands of old and new 
customers, we knew we’d found the right place to grow our most decadent dreams!   
– Whitney Rose Cavaliere, Owner, RISEUp Donuts

MARINE EDUCATION AND CONSERVATION

We believe that the ocean connects us to all of life and to each other. We are inspired by the 
mystery, wonder, and magic of the undersea world at our doorstep. Through extended classroom 
programming for school-aged learners, public lectures, Junior Aquarist camps, and other special 
events, the Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education Centre is fostering a community that actively  
cares for the health of our ocean.

Thank you for the great lesson on Wednesday! The kids really loved the idea of the 
string web and were playing Food Web on the playground at recess. Carys was 
leading the play, as you can well imagine. And Zoe was yelling, “I don’t want to be 
phytoplankton!” The lesson really sank home and lead to some great conversations 
about why we don’t use straws and plastic shopping bags anymore. 
– Jennifer Bisset, SD46 Teacher and Marine Education Centre Volunteer



Board Members

Gibsons Community Building Society Board of Directors: Pam Robertson 
(President and Chair), Jonah Spiegelman (Vice President), Hardy Forzley 
(Treasurer), Debbie Amaral (Secretary), Deborah Baker, Dave Biggs,  
Unni Claridge, Rachel Dempster, Georgy Good, Christopher Kelly,  
Errol Lipschitz, Julie Reeves, Marc Soprovich, David Sverre, Lis Welch

Gibsons Community Building Society Board of Governors: Darren 
Entwistle (Honorary Chair), Lis Welch (Chair), Keith Cross, Sally Graham, 
Joann Hetherington, Patricia Hetherington, Dolores Houghton, Gerry 
Humphries, Franziska Kaltenegger, Peter Kvarnstrom, Bill Longman, 
Anastase Maragos, Pam Robertson, Doug Rogers, Gerry Zipursky

Gibsons Marine Education Centre Society Board of Directors: Debbie 
Amaral (Chair), Pam Robertson (Treasurer), Barbara Cochran (Secretary), 
Mary Nattrass, Joanne Pearson

Public Market Real Estate Ownership

Financial Summary

GIBSONS COMMUNITY BUILDING SOCIETY (GCBS)

2018 Balance Sheet  $4,493,577 2018 Revenue  $657,013 2018 Expenses  $874,033

Cash & Receivables  $317,029 Earned Revenue  $272,900 Operating Expenses  $526,189 

Leaseholds & Improvements  $3,876,548 Donations  $266,837 General & Administrative  $92,278 

Investments in Real Estate  $300,000 Fundraising Events  $81,236 Amortization  $165,344 

Short Term Liabilities  $773,355 In Kind Contributions  $26,917 Operating Grant to GMECS  $90,222 

Long Term Liabilities  $1,005,197 Grants  $9,123 

Equity  $2,715,025 

GIBSONS MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE SOCIETY (GMECS)

2018 Balance Sheet   $64,176 2018 Revenue   $323,381 2018 Expenses   $367,311 

Cash & Receivables  $53,159 Admisssions & Programs  $57,063 Operating Expenses  $361,633 

Tangible Capital Assets  $11,017 Donations  $91,440 General & Administrative  $5,678 

Short Term Liabilities  $119,789 Fundraising Events  $56,699 

Equity (-$55,613) In Kind Contributions  $3,224 

Grants  $114,955 

604-886-8814   |   info@gibsonspublicmarket.com   |   www.gibsonspublicmarket.com   |   PO Box 191, 473 Gower Point Road, Gibsons B.C. V0N 1V0
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