
2020 Report to Community

What does the  
Gibsons Community  
Building Society do?

CONNECT

We connect people to foster  
a healthier, more social, and  
caring community.

INSPIRE

We inspire sustainable behaviour for 
the health of our ocean and planet.

CREATE

We create opportunities for artists  
and entrepreneurs to foster  
community economic development.

OUR MISSION: The mission of the Gibsons Community Building Society is to build a thriving 
community through the successful operation of Gibsons Public Market – integrating vibrant 
community programs and public gathering spaces, an inspiring marine education centre and a 
bustling local market – to showcase Coastal life and support community economic development.

OUR VISION:  A vibrant hub of Coastal life.

For information on how you can support GCBS/GMECS, please contact:  
vraw@gibsonspublicmarket.com

For the Gibsons Community Building 
Society, proud operator of the Gibsons  
Public Market and the Nicholas Sonntag 
Marine Education Centre, 2019 ended 
with bright optimism for an exciting 2020. 
However, by mid-March our routines and 
personal lives were heavily disrupted by a 
global pandemic.

What better way to learn the true nature 
of an individual than to see them in action 
during a time of uncertainty and upheaval. I 
am continuously humbled by the incredibly 
resilient, committed and talented people 
we have working for and alongside us. As an 
organization and a community, we have risen 
beyond the unique challenges faced by us 
these many months.

In a year that tested all assumptions, we 
have anchored ourselves to our enduring 
mission and vision. Our team continues to 
identify opportunities to re-imagine how 
we bring people together again and support 
the economic development of the Sunshine 
Coast, through placemaking initiatives, social 
enterprise, and our vibrant Public Market.  
The Marine Education Centre has also 
adapted to safely engage with community 
members and continue providing educational 
programming for local schools.

Where we encountered incredible struggle 
we also witnessed incredible support. Thank 
you, for showing up in so many ways! We look 
forward to continuing this journey together.

VICKI RAW, Executive Director

P R O U D  O P E R ATO R  O F:



“

”
CREATING OPPORTUNITIES IN SUPPORT 
OF LOCAL COMMUNITY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Our bustling market is home to six local food merchants 
and an award-winning bistro, and hosts a wide range 
of opportunities for local entrepreneurs including a 
commissary kitchen, seasonal markets, art shows and 
musical performances.

I love the energy and vibe of the Market and the quality 
of the merchants. The opportunity to finally start my own 
business and bring quality miso food to the community 
has been wonderful. I love working in such a vibrant place.   
– MASAFUMI OKUNO

Because of You
We are deeply grateful for the individuals, 
organizations, foundations, and governments 
that support the work we do, including but 
not limited to:

CORNERSTONE PARTNERS

Government of Canada, Island Coastal  
Economic Trust, Seaspan & the Dennis and 
Phyllis Washington Foundation, TELUS

CHAMPIONS

BMO Bank of Montreal, CIBC, Craftsman 
Collision, Government of BC, Sally Graham, 
Dolores Houghton, Joan & Bill Humphries, 
Pam Robertson & Pete McDonald, Linda  
& Nick Sonntag, Christy & Dave Sverre,  
Lis & Bruce Welch

FOUNDERS

Debbie & Amadeu Amaral, BC Ferries,  
Unni & Fred Claridge, Barbara Cochran  
& Peter Grant, Fiona & Darren Entwistle, 
John Enevoldson, Gibsons Building Supplies, 
Patricia Gray & David Doucette, Trudene & 
Bill Longman, Barby & Karl Paulus, Sheila & 
Doug Rogers, Town of Gibsons, Sunshine 
Coast Credit Union, Nancy & Gerry Zipursky

COMMUNITY LEADERS

Coast Reporter, Heather & Keith Cross, 
Gerry Humphries, Ledcor, Anne Niklewicz 
& Rainer Borkenhagen, Judy Rother & Errol 
Lipschitz, Elaine & Zev Shafran, Sandra & 
Marc Soprovich, Sunshine Coast  
Community Forest Legacy Fund, Sunshine 
Coast Foundation, Joanie & David Tara

PILLARS

Maureen Bird & Nancy Bennett, Mary 
Findlay & Donald Bland, Bull Housser and 
Tupper LLP, Sandra & Sterling Clarren, 
Crowe MacKay, Klaus Fuerniss Enterprises 
Inc, Joann Hetherington, Margie & Dick 
Humphries, Stafford Lumley, Doreen 
Oosterhuis & Doug Marteinson, RBC  
Wealth Management, Joanne Pearson & 
Wayne Rowe, TD Bank, Touchstone at 
Gospel Rock, Vancity Foundation

PATRONS

AL13 Architectural Panel Systems, Catharine 
Esson & Dave Crosby, Custom Flooring 
Centres, ECO Canada, Andrée Olivier & 
Mikal Fisher, Penny & Bob Gayton, Patricia 
Hetherington, Howe Sound Pulp and Paper, 
Juliane & Robert Hunt, Patsy MacDonald & 
Pete Doyle, Spani Developments, John Sverre, 
TC Development Group, Marleen Vermeulen 

We are pleased to recognize contributions 
from more than 279 donors on our Giving 
Tree located inside the main entrance of  
the Public Market.

– GIBSONS PUBLIC MARKET –

– NICHOLAS SONNTAG MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE –

Numbers reflective of April 2019 - March 2020

WELCOME

96,000  VISITS

3  NIGHTS MARKETS
7,500  ATTENDEES

104  LIVELIHOOD 
ENTREPRENEURS 

50+  COASTAL RESIDENTS 
EMPLOYED WITH 

MEANINGFUL WORK

83  COOKING AND 
EATING EVENTS

881  EVENTS WITH 
40,823  ATTENDEES

70  LIVE 
PERFORMANCES

 

12,000  VISITS 32,000 L  OF 
RECIRCULATING 

SALT WATER

140 SD46 CLASSES WITH 
3,120  ATTENDEES

400  SPECIMENS 

70+  SPECIES 30  HABITATS 

245  HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS CLASSES

Volunteers – Caring in Motion!
Gibsons Community Building Society is a volunteer 
powered organization. We rely on the enthusiastic 
support of our volunteers to govern our operations, 
maintain our facilities and deliver exciting 
community programs. From kids cooking classes to 
educational programming for all ages to incredible 
community celebrations, volunteers are expressing 
their community spirit through acts of service. 
Volunteers are the heart of Gibsons Public Market 
and the Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education Centre. 
Interested in volunteering? Reach out to Amanda 
Walker at amandawalker@gibsonspublicmarket.com.

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

Gibsons Public Market creates high quality social 
connections through inviting spaces and innovative 
programming, helping to overcome isolation and build a 
stronger more caring community.

It has been a fantastic experience having the Gibsons 
Public Market host our Black History Month annually.  
We are very grateful and recommend this great facility. 
Many, many thanks!  
– LYABO OLANIYAN

INSPIRING PEOPLE TO ACTIVELY CARE 
FOR THE HEALTH OF OUR OCEAN

The Nicholas Sonntag Marine Education Centre’s “collect 
and release” aquarium and programming introduces 
learners of all ages to the mystery, wonder and magic 
of the undersea world at our door step, fostering a 
community that deeply cares for the health of our ocean.

The 3 days our daughter spent at camp was the best  
3 days of fun and education she has had in a while…  
I loved hearing the excitement in her voice.  
– A GRATEFUL PARENT



Board Members

GCBS BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Pam Robertson (President), Jonah Spiegelman 
(Vice-President), Hardy Forzley (Treasurer), 
Debbie Amaral (Secretary), Dave Biggs, Unni 
Claridge, Georgy Good, Ralph Hilton, Errol 
Lipschitz, Julie Reeves, Marc Soprovich, David 
Sverre, Lis Welch, Cally Wesson

GCBS BOARD OF GOVERNORS  

Darren Entwistle (Honorary Chair), Lis Welch 
(Chair), Deborah Baker, Sally Graham, Joann 
Hetherington, Patricia Hetherington, Dolores 
Houghton, Gerry Humphries, Franziska 
Kaltenegger, Peter Kvarnstrom, Bill Longman, 
Anastase Maragos, Pam Robertson, Doug Rogers

GMECS BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Debbie Amaral (Chair), Pam Robertson 
(Treasurer), Barbara Cochran (Secretary), Kevin 
Kaufman, Mary Nattrass, Joanne Pearson, Linda 
Sonntag, Tristan Woods

GCBS/GMECS STAFF

Vicki Raw (Executive Director), Emma Brisebois, 
Emily Cook, Kiah Duffy, Yanira Cuellar, Kerri 
Luciani, Nicole McKay, Matt McLean, Melissa 
Offner, Victoria Ritchie, Janet Shimizu, Graham 
Starsage, Kevin Swoboda, James Stinson, 
Amanda Walker, Jenny Wright

Financial Summary

GIBSONS COMMUNITY BUILDING SOCIETY (GCBS)

2019 Balance Sheet

Cash & Receivables                                              $247,097 Short Term Liabilities                                  $598,139

Leaseholds & Improvements                              $3,714,473 Long Term Liabilities     $1,703,992

Investments in Real Estate $300,000 Equity                                                             $2,557,578

2019 Revenue $621,930   2019 Expenses $788,214

Earned Revenue $294,647 Operating Expenses $509,097

Donations $97,534 General & Administrative $112,433

Fundraising Events $193,383 Amortization $166,684

In Kind Contributions $28,936   

Grants $7,430   

GIBSONS MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE SOCIETY (GMECS)

2019 Balance Sheet

Cash & Receivables                                              $51,186 Short Term Liabilities                                  $129,499

Tangible Capital Assets                                                        $47,174 Equity      ($31,139)

2019 Revenue $366,032   2019 Expenses $397,209

  Admissions & Programs $103,572 Operating Expenses $389,479

  Donations $107,849 General & Administrative $6,481

  Fundraising Events $85,037 Amortization $1,249

  Grants $69,574
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